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Nixon May Greet 
POWs at Travis 


Concern 

Fords' 

Reaction 
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Washington ^ 

' White House aides are 
} discussing the possibili- 
[ ties of a trip by President 
: Nixon to Travis Air Force 
Base in California to meet 
the first freed American 
prisoners of war on their 
way home from Hanoi. 

It was being stressed 
that there has been no fi- 
nal decision by the Pres- 
ident to make such a trip 
because there are pros 
and cons to \vhat undoubt- 
edly would be a dramatic 
encounter both for the 
President, as commander*- 
in-chief, and for the re- 
turning servicemen. 

Balanced against the di’a- 
ma and emotion of a presi- 
dential welcome, may be the 
possibility of too much ex- 
citement too soon for the 
men returning — some of 
them having been captives 
for more than six years. 
There is ' also the prospect of 
some • unpredictable r e- 
sponses by the POWs. 

The first batch of re- 
turnees, how'ever, would 
come to Travis only after 
having gone through a few 
days of medical checks and 
initial processing at Clark 
Field in the Philippines. 

TRIP 

Aside from a possible 
presidential visit to Travis, 
there have also been discus- 
sions of more remote possi- 


bilities involving a tiip to 
Clark or possibly to Honolu- 
lu, where planes carrying 
the men home may make a 
brief refueling stop. 

Sources, close to the POW 
situation said yesterday that 
there is still no firm infor- 
mation on when the first 
group of men is to be re- 
leased. However, it is ex- 
pected that a small group of 
Americans, including spe- 
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cialists to set up communi- 
cation links from Hanoi to 
U.S. installations, probably 
will land in the North Viet- 
namese capital in about a 
week. 

It is also expected, though 
not yet firm, that about two 
or three days later — after 
some international supervi- 
sory and Red Cross person- 
nel have gone to Hanoi — 
the first U.S. Air Force G-9A 
medical evacuation planes • 
will land at Hanoi to pick up 
the first group of released 
prisoners. 

Each C-9A normally car- 
ries a five - person medical 
team of doctors, nurses and 
technicians and can handle 
40 or so patients depending 
upon how many require 
stretchers. 

At this point, it is being 
assumed that four pick-ups, 
spaced no more than two 
weeks or 15 days apart, will 
be necessary to repatriate 
*all the prisoners. 

In his news conference 
W e d n e s d a y, presidential 


aide Dr. Henry Kissinger 
suggested that the planes 
might fly to Vientiane, Laos, 
as a first stop after Hanoi. 
But now it appears that ten- 
tative plans call for the men 
to be flown directly from 
Hanoi to Clark Field in the 
Philippines where all is in 
readiness to begin the deli- 
cate process of tr}dng to re- 
store the men to normal 
lives. 

Most of the returnees are 
expected to remain at Clark 
for at least a few days be- 
fore being sent on to Travis 
and then to military hospi- 
tals near their homes. 

According to current esti- 
mates, the first returnees 
could be arriving at Travis 
in about two weeks. 

The first batch of prisoners’ 
must be released by Hanoi 
vdthin 15 days of tomorrow, 
according to the terms of 
the peace agreement to be 
signed tomorrow in Paris. 
That would be February 11 
at the latest, and Dr. lUss- 
inger said at his press con- 
ference that “it eon Id be 
faster.*’ 
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